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•  Have students make colorful
signs about what should be
recycled in each bin.

•   Set up a reuse box for
construction paper and
other scraps.

"AMERICA RECYCLES" DAY
"America Recycles" Day is November 15th.
Does your class or Green Team have any fun
recycling activities planned for that day?
Here are a few ideas:
• Plan an all-school, waste-free lunch

day.  Your Green Team can cut down on
waste by packing lunch with reusable
containers, a thermos, and a lunch box
instead of all those plastic and paper
bags that are thrown away.  Have
students share their ideas with other
classes.  Everyone can count up all the
natural resources that were saved or
reused in just one day.

• Watch a video to get the behind-the-
scenes view of how recycling works.
Then start a bulletin board featuring
weekly recycle and reuse challenges.
For videos or field trip ideas, visit
www.metrokc.gov/dnr/solidwaste.

• Enter the America Recycles Day
poster contest.  Selected artwork will
be featured in the America Recycles
2001 calendar. For rules and information
see www.americarecyclesday.org.

WHAT'S NEW?
We’d like to introduce our new
Green Team Specialist, Sara
Gersten-Rothenberg.  Sara has
worked with young
people for the past
ten years and is
excited to visit your
classroom this year.
She is available for:
• Classroom

workshops to get your Green Team
started or work on new project
ideas.

• Phone consultations to
brainstorm activity ideas or dig up
resource materials.

• Green Team recognition!  Great
prizes are available for your Green
Team and their accomplishments
can be highlighted in the next
Green Gram newsletter.

You can reach Sara by phone at
(206) 583-0655 or send her email
at saragr@triangleassociates.com.

JUMP START
YOUR FALL

RECYCLING!
Here are some
classroom tips that
will make it easier
than ever for your students to
recycle and reuse:
• Make sure your recycle bins are

located next to the trash bins
and easy to access.
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HOLIDAYS ARE JUST
AROUND THE CORNER
Americans consume the most and
waste the most during holiday time!
Be a Waste Buster this season by
cutting down on classroom
excess and thinking up fun
reuse activities.  Here are a
few to try:
• Host a costume contest

to see who can make the
most imaginative costume out
of things they already own!

• Make cool picture frames.
Take photos of the students
and create holiday gift picture
frames out of cardboard and wood,
old buttons, seeds and other natural
and found materials. Or use scrap
paper and coat with diluted white
glue.

• Design your own treat or gift
bags out of cloth tote bags from
home or recycled grocery store
shopping bags. Decorate with scrap
paper, markers, or crayons.

• Decorate classroom windows with
good old-fashioned shrunken apple
head dolls.  When you are done with
them, simply throw them into the
worm bin!

COOL FACTS ABOUT
LUNCHROOM WASTE

REDUCTION
• If every student in King County

brought their lunch in a reusable
container, instead of a bag, we
could save 244, 621 plastic bags in
just one day!

•   Worms are the world's best
recyclers.  Worm bins are not only
great for reducing lunchroom
waste, but are also an excellent
classroom science project.

• About 2000 recycled soda bottles
could carpet the average
classroom.

GREEN DEEDS
Watch for “Green Teams in Action”

highlights in our next issue and learn
about the creative projects that other
classes are taking on.

If you have a Green Team story to share,
please email it to
saragr@triangleassociates.com
or mail it to:
  Triangle Associates
  255 Colman Building
  811 First Avenue
  Seattle, WA  98104

Also, consider joining King County's
Earth Legacy Program which
recognizes environmental programs,

people, and companies working
together to improve and
enhance air, land, and water
quality.  To join or learn how
to participate, visit

www.metrokc.gov/earthlegacy/


